- o - a8 s -
- "R

IV W pllasill (o Cldlanss
&) gaad) ¢ Lle 5O

EXCERPTS FROM THE ISLAMIC
TEACHINGS ON ANIMAL WELFARE

Islam lays great emphasis on animal
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rights and man’s responsibility for their

welfare. This pamphlet contains a few

Prophet Muhammad.)



VIVISECTION

Ibn Umar said, | heard the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant hm

peace, say, ‘Whoever mutilates a living
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creature and then does not repent, Allah will (-5-4-}1 O-‘j))
mutilate him on the Day of Judgement.”

(Transmitted by Ahmad).

BEASTS OF PREY Lol

It is related from Abu al-Malih ibn Usama, .
from his father (i.e. Ibn Umayr al-Hudhali)
that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace, forbade using the
skins of beasts of prey.

(Transmitted by Abu Dawud and al-Tirmidhi).

It is related from al-Migqdam ibn Ma'dikarib
that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace, forbade wearing
the skins of beasts of prey or using them as

saddle-cloths. (Transmitted by Abu Dawud).
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It is related from Abu Wagqid al-Laythi that
when the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, came to Madina, the people
used to like [eating] the humps of camels and
would cut off the fat tails of sheep. He said,
“Whatever is cut off from an animal while it
is alive is carrion and may not be eaten.”
(Transmitted by Abu Dawud and al-Tirmidhi).

Ibn Qudama says in his Mughni: “No part of
a slaughtered animal should be cut off until
the animal has fully died.... Umar, may Allah
be pleased with him, said, ‘Do not deal
hastily with slaughtered animals until they
have fully died.” . . . It is [also] disliked to skin
an animal before [the corpse] has become
cold, just as it is disliked to cut off any part
of it.” (Ibn Qudama, al-Mughni, vol. 13, p.
310). Ibn Hazm says in his Muhalla: “It is not
permissible to break the neck of a
slaughtered animal until it has fully died.”

(Ibn Hazm, al-Muhalla, vol. 7, p. 457).
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ANIMAL BAITING

It is related from Ibn Umar that the Prophet,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace,
cursed those who used anything living as a

target. (Transmitted by Muslim).

It is related from |bn Abbas that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, forbade inciting animals to
fight one another. |
(Transmitted by Abu Dawud and al-Tirmidhi).

o g dale Al oo ol 1 yas ) e
L 795 s Ui 3351 50

(aess o1 3,)

wisl.ole}mJﬁJlsJuLLLji_,s
e—"-e-ﬂ‘g-t-'wuﬁ-d‘feiwsm
(Sl g agla g4l oljJ]



It is related from Abu Hurayra that
the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace, said, “O Messenger of
Allah! Is there reward for us in
animals?” He said, “There is reward
in every [creature with a] moist
liver” (i.e. in acting kindly towards
every living creature).

- (Transmitted by al-Bukhari).
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SANCTITY OF LIFE

It is related from Abu Hurayra that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, said, “Avoid the seven
mortal sins”, and among them he mentioned
“killing the soul that Allah has forbidden,
except for a justifiable reason.”

(Transmitted by al-Tirmidhi and al-Nasa’i).

It is related from Abu Umama that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, said, “Whoever is meriful
even to a sparrow that he slaughters, Allah
will be merciful to him on the Day of
Judgement.”

(Transmitted by al-Tabarani).

It is related from Shaddad ibn Aws that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, said, “Allah has prescribed
excellence in everything. So if you kill, kill
well; and if you slaughter, slaughter well. Let
each one of you sharpen his blade and spare
suffering to the animal he slaughters.”
(Transmitted by Muslim).
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ANIMALS" RIGHTS

“And the earth, He has assigned it to all living

creatures.”

(Qur'an, 55:10).
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ANIMALS" FEELINGS

It is related from Abd al-Rahman ibn Abdallah,
that his father (i.e. Abdallah ibn Mas’ud) said,
“We were once on a journey with the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, and he went off to answer
the call of nature. We saw a hummara (a small,
sparrow-like bird) with two chicks and we
took the two chicks. Then the hummara came
and began to flutter [around us]. The Prophet,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, came
back and said, “Who has frightened this bird
by [taking] its young? Give them back to her.”
(Transmitted by Abu Dawud).

It is related that Abd al-Rahman ibn Abdallah
said, “The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bl:ss
him and grant him peace, stopped off once
while on a journey. One man went to a thicket
and took away the eggs of a hummara bird
[that he found] there. The bird came and
began fluttering above the head of the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, and the heads of his
Companions. He said, “Who has frightened
this bird?"" One of the men said, "'l found its
eggs.” The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace, said. “Give them
back to her.” (Transmitted by Ahmad).
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BEASTS OF BURDEN

It is related that Anas ibn Malik said, "When
we stopped for the night we used not to say
our prayers until we had taken the saddles and -

baggage off [our animals].”
(Transmitted by Abu Dawud).

It is related from Abu Hurayra that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, said, “When you are
travelling through a verdant land, allow your
camels their portion of it, but when you are
travelling through a barren land, speed up
your pace. When you stop for the night, avoid
the road, because it is the resort of creatures
at night.”

(Transmitted by Muslim).

It is related from Sahl ibn al-Handhaliyya that
the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace, once passed by a camel
[that was so emaciated that] its back had
almost reached its stomach and he said, “Fear
Allah in these beasts who cannot speak.
[Only] ride them when they are in good
health and [only] eat them when they are in
good health.”

(Transmitted by Abu Dawud).

[ltis related] from Abu Hurayra that the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, said, "Do not use the backs of your
beasts as pulpits, for Allah has made them
subject to you so that by them you can reach
places that you would not otherwise be able
to reach except with great fatigue.”
(Transmitted by Abu Dawud).
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It is related from Yahya ibn Sa'id that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, was seen wiping the face of
his horse with his shoulder cloth. When he
was asked why he was doing that he said,
“Last night | was reprimanded [by Allah]
about horses.”

(Transmitted by Maiik in the Muwatta).

It is related from Abu Hurayra, from the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, that a prostitute once saw a dog on a
very hot day going round and round a well,
lolling its tongue because of its thirst. She
drew some water for it using her shoe and
[for this action] all her sins were forgiven

her. (Transmitted by Muslim).

It is related from Abdallah ibn Umar that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, said, A woman was once
punished [after death] because of a cat which
she had kept confined until it died and
because of this she had entered the Fire. She
had neither given it food or drink while
confining it, nor had she left it free to eat the
creatures of the earth.”

(Transmitted by Muslim).
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It is related from Abu al-Darda’ that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, forbade eating mujaththama
animals, that is, animals which have been tied
up and shot at with arrows.

(Transmitted by al-Tirmidhi).
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PHYSICAL INJURY

It is related from Jabir that the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, forbade beating or branding animals on
the face. It is related from him that the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, once saw a donkey which had been
branded on its face and he said, “May Allah
curse the one who branded it.”

(Transmitted by Muslim).

It is related from Utba ibn Abd al-Sulami that
he heard the Messenger of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, say, “Do not
clip the forelocks of horses or their manes or
their tails. Their tails are their fly-flaps, their
manes are their warmth, and their forelocks
have a blessing in them.”

(Transmitted by Abu Dawud).
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KINDNESS TO ANIMALS

It is related from Alisha that she was once
riding on a camel that was difficult to handle.

She began pushing it and the Messenger of

Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace,

said to her, “You should be gentle [with it]."”

(Transmitted by Muslim).
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